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Abstract

Objectives

Since the conservative government came to power last year, the trend of privatization
has been getting stronger. Privatization jeopardizes the lives of citizens by weakening
the publicness of essential social services. In order to strengthen social public opinion
against privatization, it is necessary to provide an academic ground for the negative
consequences of privatization.

Methods

This study selected and reviewed literatures that analyzed the results of privatization
in the fields of health care and non-health care using the ‘scoping review’ method.

Results

In the field of health care, there were 27 literatures that met the research questions
and selection criteria. There were 14 studies confirming the negative impact of
privatization, 5 studies reporting positive effects, and 8 studies identifying mixed
effects. Privatization of health care has usually been shown to limit access to care for
low-income patients and worsen working conditions for workers. There were many
studies conducted focusing on economic efficiency rather than the effect of
privatization on health conditions and quality of care.

In the non-health care field, 100 studies were selected to analyze the impact of
privatization. Of these, 57 were studies that analyzed economic efficiency or
productivity. The remaining 43 literatures included the results of privatization in the
fields of water, welfare, education, prisons, electricity, energy, and housing. Unlike
the health care field, studies reporting positive results of privatization occupied a
relatively larger proportion. Few studies have analyzed the effects of privatization on
inequality, quality of life, and human rights.

Conclusions

The fact that many studies have focused on the positive impact of privatization,
mainly in terms of economic efficiency, may be the result of the neoliberal research
regime. In the future, it is necessary to conduct more active research to analyze the
impact of privatization on health inequality, quality of life, and human rights from a
people-centered perspective.
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AL 2 dE=E st AR(2009 W)L AF5tch Beckman 7 Anell 2 0|23t & o]
T3 A4S F40= 71gste] o & HFota A o] F Q1o Bl 9w o] & WstE
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